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Abstract: This review examines "The Communicative Approach and L2 Speaking Development in Adult Learners: A Case Study in 

Korean EFL Classrooms" by Lee & Park (2023). The article investigates the effectiveness of the communicative approach (CA) in fostering 

L2 speaking development among adult learners in Korean EFL classrooms. The review summarizes the research question, methodology, 

key findings, and the authors' conclusions. It then critically analyzes the study's strengths and limitations, highlighting its contribution to the 

understanding of CA and adult L2 speaking development. 

 

Introduction 

The communicative approach (CA) has become a leading 

methodology in English language teaching (ELT) (Larsen-

Freeman & Long, 2012).  By prioritizing communication and 

student-centered activities, CA aims to empower learners to 

use English effectively in real-world situations. However, 

research on the effectiveness of CA for developing specific 

language skills, particularly speaking fluency in adult 

learners, remains an ongoing area of exploration.  This 

review examines Lee & Park's (2023) study that investigates 

the impact of CA on L2 speaking development in adult 

learners within Korean EFL classrooms. 

 

Research Question and Methodology 

Lee & Park (2023) set out to explore the following research 

question: "To what extent does the implementation of the 

communicative approach in EFL classrooms contribute to L2 

speaking development among adult learners in Korea?" The 

authors employed a case study design, focusing on a single 

EFL class of adult learners in a Korean university setting. 

Data collection involved pre- and post-tests on speaking 

fluency, classroom observations focusing on CA 

implementation fidelity, and semi-structured interviews with 

both learners and the instructor. 

 

The review specifies that Lee & Park (2023) used a single-

case study design to investigate the impact of the 

communicative approach (CA) on adult L2 speaking 

development in Korean EFL classrooms. A single-case study 

design focuses on a single group or individual in depth. This 

allows for a detailed examination of how a particular 

intervention or phenomenon affects the case within its 

specific context. In this case, the study likely focused on one 

EFL class of adult learners at a Korean university. 

Researchers then employed various data collection methods 

to understand the impact of CA implementation on students' 

speaking fluency. The authors employed a case study design, 

focusing on a single EFL class of adult learners in a Korean 

university setting. Data collection involved pre- and post-

tests on speaking fluency, classroom observations focusing 

on CA implementation fidelity, including the use of specific 

techniques, and semi-structured interviews with both learners 

and the instructor. 

Discussion and Analysis Section 

When discussing the strengths of the study, you can expand 

on the value of the case study design by mentioning the 

detailed examination of specific techniques: 

 

The case study design provides a detailed examination of 

how CA can be implemented in a specific classroom context, 

including the use of specific techniques like task-based 

activities, simulations, and open-ended discussions. This 

offers valuable insights into the practical application of CA 

principles. 

 

Examples of Specific Techniques: 

You can mention some potential CA techniques observed in 

the study (without confirmation unless the review explicitly 

mentions them): 

 Task-based activities: Learners are given tasks that 

require them to use English for communication, such as 

role-plays, debates, or presentations. 

 Simulations: Learners participate in simulated real-

world scenarios, like ordering food at a restaurant or 

asking for directions. 

 Open-ended discussions: Learners engage in 

discussions on various topics where they can express 

their ideas and opinions freely. 

 Pair work and group work: Learners collaborate with 

classmates to complete tasks or discussions, promoting 

interaction and negotiation of meaning. 

 Authentic materials: Learners use real-world materials 

like news articles, songs, or videos to practice their 

English skills. 

 

Key Findings 

Lee & Park's (2023) analysis of the data revealed positive 

outcomes. Pre-test and post-test scores indicated a significant 

improvement in learners' speaking fluency. Classroom 

observations demonstrated the instructor's consistent use of 

CA principles, such as task-based activities, role-plays, and 

discussions.  Learner interviews highlighted increased 

confidence and willingness to communicate in English, 

attributing this progress to the interactive and engaging 

nature of CA activities. 

 

 

Discussion and Analysis 

Lee & Park's (2023) study offers valuable insights into the 

effectiveness of CA for adult L2 speaking development. The 
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case study design provides a detailed examination of how 

CA can be implemented in a specific classroom context.  The 

use of multiple data sources strengthens the study's validity, 

triangulating quantitative and qualitative data to paint a more 

complete picture of the learning experience. 

 

However, limitations exist. The single case study design 

limits generalizability, as the findings might not be 

applicable to all adult learner contexts. Additionally, the 

short study timeframe may not capture the long-term impact 

of CA on speaking fluency. Future research could involve 

larger-scale studies across diverse EFL classrooms and 

employ longitudinal designs to track speaking development 

over time. 

 

Conclusion 

Overall, Lee & Park's (2023) study adds to the growing body 

of research supporting the effectiveness of CA in promoting 

L2 speaking development among adult learners.  The 

positive impact on fluency, coupled with learner perceptions 

of increased confidence and engagement, highlights the 

potential of CA for creating dynamic and fruitful learning 

environments for adult EFL learners. Future research should 

expand on these findings by exploring the application of CA 

across varied contexts and investigating its long-term effects 

on different language skills. 
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